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95-318 October 24, 1995 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 
EDUCATORS FOCUS ON FORMING PARTNERSHIPS 
CHARLESTON -- Local and area educators will team-up with business and 
community leaders to discuss how they can form partnerships to solve a myriad of 
educational challenges at the second annual Stockman Institute Conference Oct. 
27 at the Worthington Inn, Charleston. 
"How can we more effectively bring providers of educational services 
together with the community in collaborative models to solve real human problems 
will be the focus of the conference," said Judith lvarie, Eastern Illinois University 
professor of special education and a conference organizer, who will be moderating 
a panel discussion on "Partnerships in the Community." 
"Our hope is that the ideas generated at this conference will stimulate 
change. We will be looking at the broader base community as the focal point in 
helping current and future generations of students. We also will discuss the impact 
of technology on education. Partnerships in education are not possible without an 
understanding of the role of technology," lvarie added. 
"Funding for education is the most critical issue we currently face and the 
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future doesn't look much brighter," lvarie noted. 
The conference, which coincides with Homecoming weekend activities at 
Eastern, is open to local educators and other interested individuals. It is an initia-
tive of the Stockman Institute, a "think tank" established through Eastern's College 
of Education and Professional Studies in cooperation with the Foundation to honor 
the memory of Verne Stockman and to perpetuate the values personified by him. 
Mr. Stockman served as director of the Audio-Visual Center at Eastern from 
1955 to 1972 and developed a graduate program in audiovisual instruction in the 
. 
Department of Education. He died on June 9, 1993. He valued leadership, men-
toring and, above all, teaching. Several of his former students serve on the 
institute's board of directors. 
The conference begins at noon on Friday, Oct. 27, with a luncheon program 
with remarks by Eastern administrators William Hine, dean of the School of Adult 
and Continuing Education and master of ceremonies; Elizabeth Hitch, dean of the 
College of Education and Professional Studies; and Barbara Hilke, Foundation 
executive officer. 
Lewis Crane, chair of the Stockman Institute Board of Directors, will discuss 
the role of the Stockman Institute as a change agent, followed by a keynote 
address by Kenneth Howey from The Ohio State University who has been contract-
ed to develop a grant from Eastern to the W .K. Kellogg Foundation. 
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A session on "Partnerships in Technology" from 1 :45 to 2:30 p.m. will be 
introduced by Regional Superintendent of Schools John McNary. Presenters are 
Eastern faculty Patricia Fewell, coordinator of distance learning and associate 
professor of secondary education and foundations, and William Gibbs, assistant 
professor, media services. 
At 2:45 p.m., business and community leaders will join local educators for a 
panel discussion on "Partnerships in the Community." Participants are Herbert 
Alexander, supervisor at United Samaritans Medical Center, Danville; Gary Jacobs, 
Coles County circuit judge; Patty Murphy, teacher and PTO president, Charleston 
schools; Sara Preston, president of Boatmen's Bank, Charleston; and Jimmy 
Stewart, executive vice president, Sarah Bush Lincoln Health Center, Mattoon. 
"Participants in this panel discussion have diverse backgrounds and will be 
able to offer unique perspectives on helping children make important lifestyle 
choices," lvarie said. 
Distinguished lecturer Diana Robinson, assistant state superintendent of 
schools for the Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE), will close the conference 
with a discussion of how the public schools and higher education can form 
partnerships with the ISBE to promote an effective learning community. 
Following her talk, Calvin Stockman, son of Verne Stockman and dean of 
continuing education at Grand Valley State University, will discuss what has 
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emerged during the conference and propose a plan of action. 
Other conference highlights include demonstrations of new technology from 
1 :30 to 4 p.m. Timothy McCollum, Charleston Junior High School science teacher, 
and Michael Leyden, Eastern professor of elementary and junior high school 
education, will conduct the demos. 
For more information or to register for the conference, contact the EIU 
Foundation at (217) 581-3313. 
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